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for the Council of State and voting by post will not
be'new to this constituency.

31.  We are opposed to Communal Representation.
it generates and strengthens a feeling in the can-
didates and their electors of their chief duty being
the betterment and progress of their own community
only.    This feeling degenerates into seeking advarf-
tages for the community by any means' iair or other-
wise.   This, in its turn, widens the gulf between the
several communities and is the greatest obstacle to
the creation and feeling of national unity.   Mo nation
can progress unless there is a goal which is common
to all and to secure which all have to put together
their best brains and energies.    The result of com-
munal representation is to the contrary.    Communal
representation strengthens communal feelings.   It was
not looked upon with favour by the Montagu-Chelms-
ford Report,  and the experience of tho past eight
years has more than fully justified what the Report
has 'feared  about  it.    We may say that it  is the
greatest evil from national point of view.

32.  Consistently with our views, we do not favour
separate representation  to the Mahomedans.    They
labour under no political disability.   It is highly un-
desirable  to  allow  religion  or  castes to come into
politics.   The Mahomedans are not backward in edu-
cation and are a rich and an enterprising community.

33.  If the Commission, unfortunately, come to the
conclusion  to  give   separate  representation   to  the
Mahomedans, it should be by reservation of seats in
joint electorate, and it should continue for the en-
suing two elections only.    The Mahomedans should
have   seats   in   proportion   to   their   enfranchised
population.

34.  No special representation is necessary for the
backward   classes.     They   form   the   overwhelming
majority of the population and of the voters in the
general constituencies.    The fact that they have cap-
tured a large number of seats in the council shows
that they are not without organising capacity.   The
local boards and the municipalities are completely in
their hands, and they can make out no case for special
representation.

35.  It appears that the Commission intends to in-
vestigate about representation in the local self-govern-
ing bodies.   We completely disapprove of the creation
of   the   new   Mahomedan  constituencies  created  by
the Local Boards and the Municipal Acts overhauled
in  1923  by   the   Minister   in   charge  of  local  self-
government.

36.  At the same time we strongly protest against
the deprivation of the special seats of the landholders
in the local boards.    The Inamdars had one seat in
each of the districts and taluka local boards since the
local boards came into existence.    Their representa-
tives always  workec) with distinction,  and a large
number  of  Presidents   and  Vice-Presidents  of the
boards were members elected by the Inamdars.    A
Committee of the Bombay Council appointed under
tho chairmanship of Mr. Lawrence (now Sir Henry
Lawrence) reported in about 1920 recommending the
increase of Inamdars' seats to two in each taluka and
district board.   In spite of the recommendation, the
existing seats wore completely taken away, and the
highly undesirable principle of communal representa-
tion introduced for reasons best known to the worthy
minister.   The protests of oxir Association were dis-
regarded in all quarters, and we request the Commis-
sion to consider our case in this respect.

37, At the same time, we urge for provision of four
seats in each of the, taluka and district local boards as
well as in municipalities for the educated classes, by
which we mean persons who have passed either the
Matriculation or school-leaving examination of the
Bombay or any recognised university.

The Growth of Parties.

The existing parties are one Congress party, two
Liberals, three Mahomedans, four Non-Brahmins.
There are many Independents.

38.  Of these the first two are the only parties that
have political principles for their basis.   The Congress
party is the largest, strongest, and with good organi-
sation and discipline.   They have a large following in
the educated classes as well as in the country areas.
It is a party which goes with the people, and appeals
bo the public at large.
39.  The Liberals have amongst them some persons
of outstanding merit who are a great asset to the
party.    They advocate caution in politics,  but are
radicals in social and religious matters.    They care
little to take the people with them.   There is a great
scope for bettering the organisation of this party.
40.  The independents own allegiance to no party,
arid view each question on its own merit.   They are
growing in power and importance.
43. As their name shows, the Mahomedan and Non-
Brahmin parties are based on communal lines, and
formulated with a view to advance the interests of
their respective communities by all possible means.
42.  With these remarks we  observe that parties
such as they exist in England and other independent
countries are not possible in the legislatures of pro-
vinces, or in the central legislature.   Financial strin-
gency and the angle of view of the reserved side of the
Government   makes   the   Ministers   dependent   for
majority on the Government votes, and little differ-
ence exists in the eyes of the public or the members
of  the  legislatures between  the Ministers  and the
Executive Councillors.   The Ministers have no funds
with which they can initiate any policy, and if they
have any policy it has to satisfy the reserved side,
without the support of which the Ministers would be
in  minority in the council.    There cannot be any
parties in India as they are in England unless all the
departments are transferred and complete control over
the purse is given to the legislature.   We agree with
the remarks made in this respect by the Indian Execu-
tive Councillors and Ministers of the Bombay Gov-
ernment in their Report of the Working Reforms in
1923 and 1924.
Growth of Informed Public Opinion.
43.  There  is  a  large  growth  in  informed public
opinion.   A large number of rural populace has begun
to take interest in politics, and as a result in reading
papers.   It is often done on the village chowdie, where
a large number of ardent listeners crowd round the
reader.   The villagers are approached by candidates at
the time of council and local board elections, and thus
a constant touch is kept with towns.    At times an
M.L.C. tours round and gives information about the
burning questions of the time.  People now know much
more than what they did ten years ago, and we think
that this progress will be kept up.
We may raise a word of caution against the
campaign of hatred against forward classes that is at
present carried on in certain communal papers. No
feelings of hatred amongst several communities should
be fostered, and we feel confident that, with the dis-
appearance of communal representation, this will
cease. It is not a wise policy on the part of the Execu-
tive Government to allow this campaign to proceed
unchecked.
Nomination of Officials and Non-officials as Members
of Elected Bodies.
45.  We advocate that all elected bodies, including
the provincial councils, should be clothed with full
power, the Governor reserving to him the power of
veto.   If the elected bodies are to be responsible, it is
against the basic principle to fill certain portions of it
by nomination.
46.  In provincial government, for which we advo-
cate full autonomy, the Ministers may have. Council
Secretaries on the analogy of Parliamentary Secre-
taries, but persons from the permanent official staff
should have no seate in the legislatures,
47.  Such of the classes as ought to have representa-
tion in any elected bc-dy should have it by election,
and nomination for this purpose should cease.